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a history of the lives and legacy

of George jones and margaret hardie 

George Jones left Scotland in 1857 and arrived in Victoria, Australia in early 1858 when the fledgling colony was just 
seven years old. His wife Margaret and their first five children left Scotland to join him in 1863. After a journey of 
almost five months by ship, bullock dray and on foot the family was reunited on a dirt track in the Ovens Valley in 

Victoria in September of 1863.  They set about building their new lives in the gold-mining town of Harrietville – nestled at 
the foot of Mount Feathertop – including bringing four more Australian-born children into the world. George and Margaret 
spent the rest of their lives in Harrietville as true pioneers as the town grew and prospered.

Who were these people? What motivated them to uproot their family and leave Scotland, the land where their forebears 
had lived since time immemorial? What was their new life like in Australia, and how did they fare?

This history answers those questions. It recounts George and Margaret’s family origins in Scotland from the early 1700s, 
their lives in Scotland, the story of their respective emigrations, and their lives in Australia. It also tells the story of each of 
their nine children, what became of them, who they married and it explores how their spouses’ families came to be in the 
Ovens Valley. It reveals some fascinating stories that illustrate how the very fabric of Victoria’s colonial society was formed 
in the earliest years of its existence.

This history also details all of the known descendants of George and Margaret which represents the formidable human 
legacy from the lives that George and Margaret carved out in Harrietville – in the shadow of Feathertop.

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R

Craig Fullerton is a sixth-generation descendant of George Jones and Margaret Hardie, a great-great grandson of the eldest of 
their nine children, William. He has been researching and documenting his family history for over ten years. Captivated by 
the stories surrounding his Harrietville ancestors, and by the stories of the families that joined with the Jones family through 
marriage, he was encouraged to record and share them.  This account is the result of four years of dedicated work and research 
undertaken in Australia and Scotland.

Craig was born in Sydney in 1961 and has lived in England, New Zealand and Fiji but Melbourne has been home for most 
of his life.  He is married to Céline and has two sons, Ben and Sam – seventh generation descendants of George Jones and 
Margaret Hardie.   
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Map of the East Lothian coastline, c. 1630.
Source: A New Description of the Shyres  
Lothian and Linlitquo / T. Pont © National Library of Scotland

f r o n t c o v e r i m a g e 
Mount Feathertop and the Razorback under the stars.
p h o t o g r a p h Rob Featonby
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George Jones left Scotland in 1857 and arrived in Victoria, Australia in early 
1858 when the fledgling colony was just seven years old. His wife Margaret 
and their first five children left Scotland to join him in 1863. After a journey of 

almost five months by ship, bullock dray and on foot the family was reunited on a dirt 
track in the Ovens Valley in Victoria in September of 1863. They set about building 
their new lives in the gold-mining town of Harrietville – nestled at the foot of Mount 
Feathertop – including bringing four more Australian-born children into the world. 
George and Margaret spent the rest of their lives in Harrietville as true pioneers as the 
town grew and prospered.

Who were these people? What motivated them to uproot their family and leave 
Scotland, the land where their forebears had lived since time immemorial? What was 
their new life like in Australia, and how did they fare?

This history answers those questions. It recounts George and Margaret’s family 
origins in Scotland from the early 1700s, their lives in Scotland, the story of their 
respective emigrations, and their lives in Australia. It also tells the story of each of 
their nine children, what became of them, who they married and it explores how their 
spouses’ families came to be in the Ovens Valley. 

This history also details all of the known descendants of George and Margaret which 
represents the formidable human legacy from the lives that George and Margaret 
carved out in Harrietville – in the shadow of Feathertop.

You can also order online at www.craig-fullerton.com

This beautiful hardcover book of 646 pages in a coffee table book format contains 
over 400 photographs, maps and illustrations, including an 8 page colour map  
section, endnotes, bibliography, a name index and a general index.


